AHMAD A BAD.                              37
an officer from the Southern Mahratta country Survey, associated with a Civilian acquainted with the province, to exercise a general control over the system of measurement and classification of soils, and especially to take charge of the revision of assessment. With the officer in charge of the details of the technical operations there were sent up a few measurers and two experienced classers of soil, to form the nucleus of a new Gujarat Revenue Survey Department, which was directed to be organized for the purpose of dealing gradually with the whole province.
Soon after the commencement of measuring operations in 1852, an endeavour was made to economise by making use of old measurements made a few years before, in which masonry boundary marks had been erected at the corners of fields in such a way as to enable the old numbers thus formed to be traced on the spot. It was found, however, that in forming these numbers 110 attention had been paid to the actual boundaries of existing fields, which had in some cases been divided up and included in several of the larger or section numbers. To adjust such a system, which was of course subversive of all the principles of a properly-regulated revenue settlement, it was found would involve more labour and expense than a complete re-measurement of the land, and the old measurements were accordingly set aside with the sanction of Government, the land being divided into Survey fields, on the principles of the E-evenue Survey, containing as a theoretical standard as much land as cpuld be cultivated by a plough or two ploughs. Existing boundaries were in no case disturbed, and wherever two or more fields were thrown in to form a Survey field of the theoretical size, each of these was separately measured by a subordinate agency before the money rent was fixed, and a separate assessment recorded upon each plot, so as not to interfere with existing occupancy.
The soil of Gujarat being very unlike that of the Deccan and Southern Mahratta country, where the classers had been accustomed to work, it was found necessary to arrange a new system of classification. It may be said roughly that all the soil of the province is of alluvial or diluvial origin, there being rarely any rock from the wearing down of which soil could be formed. Its two main divisions are the black (kali) and the light-coloured